
MOVING MONETT FORWARD – PHASE 2 
THE CITY OF MONETT’S TRANSPORTATION SALES TAX EXTENSION 

 
On Tuesday, April 7th, voters in Monett will have the opportunity to vote on the City’s next phase of 
the Transportation Improvement Plan known as “Moving Monett Forward”. This new plan will extend 
the existing one-half cent sales tax for another ten years in order to continue to make street improve-
ments specifically focusing on building an overpass of the BNSF railroad on Chapell Drive. This 
would eliminate the last at-grade railroad crossing in Monett.  
 
The benefits of an overpass include improved safety for vehicular traffic, uninterrupted and faster 
response times for emergency responders, a new designated truck route with more direct access to 
our industrial park and the establishment of a railroad “quiet zone” through Monett. 
 
If the sales tax is renewed, the City intends to make the following improvements in addition to the 
Chapell Drive overpass: 
 
 • Complete the Central Avenue project that includes sidewalk, drainage and street improve- 
   ments from Broadway to Cleveland; 
 • Construct a roundabout at Broadway & Central;  
 • Improve Bridle Lane from Hwy 60 north to County Road; 
 • Continue to replace 1-2 miles of sidewalks each year; 
 • Overlay major streets including Cleveland, Eisenhower, Kyler/13th Street, and Broadway;  
 • Improve Kyler/13th Street from the Centennial Bridge to Cleveland Avenue (Business 60)  
   by widening the roadway, installing curb and gutter, and sidewalks. 
 
Voters had approved Phase 1 of the City’s Transportation Improvement Plan in August, 2015, and 
since 2016 the City has completed the following improvements: 
 
 • New sidewalks on Scott Street from Cox Hospital to the Monett Middle School; 
 • New sidewalks on Dunn and Lincoln to the Monett Elementary School; 
 • Turn lane and intersection improvements on Hwy 60 and Hwy 37 for southbound and west 
    bound traffic in partnership with MoDOT; 
 • Construction of a new connector road (Enterprise Dr.) between Chapell Dr. and Bridle Lane 
    that will connect the new overpass to the industrial park; 
 • Realigned Callan St. to Bridle Lane to allow for local business expansion; 
 • Overlay of Dairy St. from Hwy 37 to Kyler; 
 • Engineering studies for Central Avenue and the 9th & Cleveland intersection; 
 • Provided the local match requirement for on-going capital improvements to Monett  
   Regional Airport. 
 
Follow us on Facebook and the City’s website at www.cityofmonett.com for more information. 
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LOWER ELECTRIC RATES EXPECTED TO CONTINUE WITH NEW CONTRACT  

SIGNIFICANT RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPONENT ADDED TO CITY’S RESOURCES 
 NO INCREASES PLANNED FOR WATER AND SEWER RATES 

 
The City of Monett is in the final months of its 10-year contract to purchase wholesale electricity 
from Liberty Utilities (Empire). The City’s new market-based contract will begin June 1st as part 
of the new Southwest Missouri Public Energy Pool, a partnership between the cities of Monett 
and Mt. Vernon. The City had filed an intervention with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion regarding the rates it had been charged by Liberty Utilities in 2017-2018 and been successful 
in getting the rates reduced for 2019-2020. These lower costs took effect in June, 2019, and were 
passed along to our customers through the Power Cost Adjustment line on the monthly utility 
bill. 
 
The City’s contract with Liberty was a cost-plus contract that covered Liberty’s expenses 
(including depreciation) and provided a reasonable rate of return for their investors. The new 
contract is a five-year agreement that is a mixture of firm, capacity and market energy rates that 
diversifies the City’s resource mix. The blended energy price is a combination of wind, coal and 
some peaking amounts of natural gas. Wind energy from the Meridian Way wind farm in Kansas 
should comprise 20-25% of the City’s resource mix. We anticipate the costs associated with the 
new contract to be similar to the lower rates we’ve experienced in the second half of 2019 and 
should remain stable for the duration of the five-year contract. 
 
The City’s water and sewer rates will remain unchanged going into the new fiscal year that begins 
April 1st. Monett’s water and sewer rates are among the lowest in S.W. Missouri yet still provide 
adequate funds to cover plant operations, debt service and repair and maintenance to the distri-
bution and collection systems. The agreement to treat wastewater from Purdy generates addition-
al income for Monett and provides treatment services for Purdy that meets or exceeds MoDNR 
standards. This value-added income helps stabilize the rates of Monett’s residents and subse-
quently the cost of providing this service to Purdy. The capacity and treatment capabilities of 
Monett’s water and sewer plants should allow for continued industry expansion as well as provid-
ing growth opportunities for the community in general.   
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